152 Ty 

_— > 
> 4 ® OL 
- * , 


. = * — 
Pr ws ant, * vo 4 " GL. U p * 4 7 * 1 of ip C7 
6 0 by « * . 0 M * 22 Wo, L = * * 1 * 
"4 * L 1 7 
n 1 1 24s . — 1 - ' 
« Lo q 
1 : 5 pf CET A. "IP PR. d 
5 mu 0 FS m. „ 5 * * , _ tf 
4 f 7 „ 44 1 
, N 1 0 1. 
. N : 6 


* 


= * * - 
- . „ 
N : 8 Vouh 7 
„ } "I | 4 * " 
"4 * . * F 8 4 


BILL or RIGHTS BATTALION, 


Ar a meeting of of ſaid Battalion, at Bally- 
oney, on the 5 ecember, 1783, the following 
reſolutions having been unanimouſly agreed to, received 
the approbation of the remainder of the Battalion, at 
Ballycaſtle, on the 26th December : 


eſolved That the preſent eriſis of the nation, 
Wir to the voice of our duty as freemen, diQate to 
us, and we are determined to purſue, ſuch a line of con- 
duct, as, founded in truth, animated by firmneſs, and 
guided by moderation, is the moſt likely expedient to 
nem the tortent of corruption at home, and reſiſt uſur« 
pation from abroad.. | 


Reſolved, That as public men and public meaſures, 


oiight always to be open to animadverſion and candid 
diſcuſſion, ſo the approbation of either has reciprocally 
a happy tendency io awe the profligate, and embolden 
the virtuous. _ 2 fs 


Refolved therefore, 'That the following addreſs be 

ſented from this Battalion, by a tation thereo 
— arms, to the Earl of Briſtol, d Biſhop of 
Derry, for his truly laudable exertions in favour of the 
Rights of Mankind, and of a Parliamentary Reform. 


To the Right Hon. the EARL of BRISTOL, 
Lord Biſhop of DERRY, 


The Addreſs of the Bit of Ricars BaTTALION, 


Mx Loxp, 
HAVING with the eye of ſilent approbation view- 
ed your conduct in every ſtage of its progreſs, at the 
Grand National Convention of Volunteer Delegates, we 
are impelled by thoſe generous ſentiments that actuate 


the breaſts of Iriſhmen, tv offer your Lordſhip this ad- 
dreſs, as a, mark of our eſteem and gratizude;.-. ; 


Ingratitude, my Lord, is not of Iriſh origin, though 
ſome of Hibernia's deteſted ſons, Mammon's bond ſlaves, 


now baſely ſpurn the parent, by whoſe foſtering hand 
they roſe. | 


F. ſee with indignation and concern, the treatment 
which the wiſe, ſpirited, and ſalutary reſolutions of the 
Volunteer Convention have received. But, we truſt, 
the virtuous efforts of a united people, under the au- 
ſpices of your Lordſhip and your reſpeQable Colleagues, 


will yet cleanſe the Avgean ſtable, the ſtalls of Venality - 


and Corruption, the effluvia of noiſome and putrid 
Boroughs. 


The gloomy clouds of SurrRSTIT ox and Bic o- 
TRY, thoſe engines of diſunian, being fled the realm, the 
intereſts of Ireland can no longer ſuffer by a diverſity of 
religious perſuaſions.— All are united in the purſuit of 
one great objed the extermination of corruption from 
our conſtitution ; nor can your Lordſhip and your vir- 
tuous Coadhutors, in promoting civil and religoius liber- 
ty, be deſtitute of the ſtable aid of all profeſſions. 


Permit us to aſſure you, that as Freemen, Freeholders, 
and Volunteers, our exertions to effectuate the grand 
work of Reform already begun, ſhall be as ſtrenuous as 
the aim is important, And that we are, with unfeigned 


ratititude and reſped, your Lordſhip's moſt faithful 
riends, 


Signed by order of the Battalion, 
JOHN ORR, Secretary. 


In conſequence of the above reſolutions, a Deputa- 
tion from the Battalion, conſiſting of eighty rank and 
file, headed by their Lieutenant Colonel, waited on his 
Lordſhip the 14th inſtant, at Downhill, and preſented 
their addreſs under arms, to which his Lordſhip was 
pleaſed to give the ſubſequent reply: ?: | 


GENTLEMEN, 


WHEN you acknowledged the ſervices of your fel- 
low citizens in the County of Antrim in the late ſtruggle 
- for liberty, you rewarded their toils in that coin moſt 
valuable to virtuous men: And your approbation of their 
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ſucceſs, 


But when you ſtep forth from your own county to hail © 

the individual of another, unknown to you but by hie 

| honeſt. endeayours, and unconneQed, except by that 
kindred ſpirit which ſeems now at length to pervade the. 


whole maſs of citizens, and like a Promethean fire, to 
animate an hitherto-lifeleſs lump, the ſatisfaction excit- 
ed in his mind, by the _—_— of men, who have a 
right to approve. what they dare to ſupport, can be 


known only to thoſe who are conſcious. of deſerving _ ok ; 


what they are fortunate enough to receive 


Where the conſcience of « patriot bears teſtimony to 


the truth of the panegyric, and the ſincerity of the pa- 
negyriſt's praiſes ceaſe to be adulation, they then be- 


come the wholeſome food of a manly mind, and nouriſh | 


that virtue they were at firſt intended only to approve. 


But, Gentlemen, THos: WO Dart ASSERT 


THEIR OWN RIGHTS, SHOULD RISE ABOVE THB 


MEAN POLICY OF VIOLATING THOSE OF OTHERS. 


There is in this iſland a claſs of citizens xm ALL 


RESPECTABLE, and INFINITELY MORE NUMEROUS 


than thoſe who have hitherto oppreſſed them 


Men, who have long crouched under the iron rod of | 
their oppreſſors, not from any daſtardly inſenſibility to their 


ſhackles, not from any unmanly indifference to the una- 


lienable rights of men, but from a rious DREAD Or 


WOUNDING OUR COMMON COUNTRY THROUGH 


THE SIDES OF ITS TYRANTS ;—— 


Men, in whoſe hearts beat at this inſtant as high 8 


Hulſe for Liberty, and through whoſe veins pours a tide 


of as pure blood, and as noble too, as any that animates 
the proudeſt citizen in Ireland 


Men, whoſe anceſtors at the hazard of their pro 1 


Ws and with the loſs of their lives, obtained the Firſt 


reat Bill of Rights, and upon which every other muſt 


be founded—The Magna Charta of Ireland: 


s 


Men, whoſe anceſtors in the midſt of ignorance, could 
diſcriminate between the duties of a religioniſt, and the 
rights of a citizen; and who enaQted thoſe elementary 
and never-obſolete ſtatutes of Premunire, which for cen- 
turies have been an irrefragable monument of their ſa- 
gacity in diſtinguiſhing, and their fortitude in ſevering 
their duty to the Church of Rome from their depen» 
dance on its court 


» 


Men, the undegenerate progeny of ſuch virtuous an- 
ceſters, who with a firmneſs worthy of our imitation, and 


ſtill more worthy of our gratitude, have endured thoſe 
very outrages from their country, which their forefathers 


ſpurned at from its ſovereign; and who under a SERIES 
OF ACCUMULATED WRONGS Which would heighten 
the diſgrace of human policy, if they could be paralleled in 
its annals, have, with a fortitude as unexampled as. 
their oppreſſion, allowed every thing dear to the human 


heart to be wrecked—except their religion and their 


riotiſm—except their acquieſcence to the will of an 


inſcrutable God, and their affection to a miſtaken and 
deluded country, 2 8 


But, Gentlemen, the hour is now come When ſound. 
policy, as well as irreſiſible juſtice, will compel theſe whe 
demand their own rights, to ſupport their claim by a 
reſtitution of thaſe of their fellow citizens ;— 


When Ireland muſt neceſſarily avail herſelf of ker 
avhole internal force to ward off foreign encroachments, 
or once more acquieſce under thoſe encroachments, the 
better to exerciſe anew the tyranny of a part of the. 


Oy over the deareſt and unalienable rights of 
other. 


For, one million of divided Proteſtantt can never, in the 
ſcale of human government, be a codnterpoiſe againſt 


teus millions of united Catholics. But, gentlemen, of the 


Bill of Rights Battalion, I appeal to yourſelves, and 
SUMMON YOU TO CONSISTENCY. TYRAN- 
NY IS NOT GOVERNMENT, AND ALLE- 


_ GIANCE is DUE ONLY TO PROTECTION. | 
nat ends 5 BRISTOL. 


efforts, in ſome niesſube; conſoled them for want of. 2 : 
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